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Public airs views on future drug use 
and culture

Further Information

For further information visit:  
www.acmedsci.ac.uk/policy

Findings from the Academy of Medical Sciences’ (AMS) 
drugsfutures public engagement programme are now 
being considered by the Academy following the end of 
the project, which was funded by Sciencewise.

The results of the engagement activities, which were 
designed to explore people’s hopes and concerns around 
future drug use and drug culture, will now inform the 
recommendations made within a forthcoming Academy 
report on ‘Brain science, addiction and drugs’. The report is 
due for release in December 2007.

The project, which was delivered on the AMS’s behalf by a 
consortium led by external contractor, the Office for Public 
Management (OPM), focussed on facilitating deliberative 
discussion between a broad cross-section of the public  
and an assortment of ‘experts’.

The debate covered issues around three types of psychoactive 
substances - ‘recreational’ drugs; medicines for mental 
health; and cognition enhancers.

The drugsfutures programme was launched in London, with 
over one hundred people including members of the public, 
participants from the Academy working group, policymakers, 
media and other key stakeholders taking part in an interactive 
discussion event.

Following this, an additional three hundred people took part 
in 26 face-to face events held in eight different locations 
across the UK (London, Birmingham, Liverpool, Exeter, 
Belfast, Glasgow, Merthyr Tydfil and Norwich).

These events included:

Brainbox - a reconvened deliberative workshop, taking •	
place over 3.5 days in total, with a 1.5 day introductory 
session at the start of the project and a 2-day session at 
the end

Five regional one-day workshops, each of which was •	
organised around a specific theme (‘drugs and the law’; 
‘drugs and young people’; ‘drugs and society’; drugs for  
a smarter brain’; and ‘drugs and mental health’)

Smaller ‘outreach’ groups with participants recruited  •	
on the basis of specific knowledge, experience or family 
situation, for example, mental health service users, 
parents of children with ADHD and ex-drug users

Academy working group members joined additional 
knowledge providers (including scientists, police, drug 
workers and service users) at the various events to listen  
and engage in a two-way discussion. In addition, over 1500 
responses to questions were submitted via an on-line 
consultation. The Government are committed to responding 
to the recommendations in the Academy report within 18 
months of publication.
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Stakeholder meeting  
helps refine stem cell 
dialogue project

A stakeholder meeting was held in 
July ahead of the start of a national 
Sciencewise-funded public dialogue 
project on attitudes to stem cell 
research, to ensure that all interested 
parties had the opportunity to give 
their views on what topics should 
be covered and to influence the 
direction and scope of the activities.

The project is being led by the 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences 
Research Council (BBSRC) and the 
Medical Research Council (MRC) on 
behalf of the Research Councils  
UK (RCUK). 

The meeting included discussion of a 
desk study of past and ongoing 
projects, and events and information 
about stem cell research that have 
engaged or communicated with the 
public. The study was produced by the 
Office of Public Management, as part of 
the background for the project.

BBSRC/MRC have now chosen a 
preferred supplier to deliver the main 
dialogue activities following a 
competitive tendering process. The 
successful contractor is expected to be 
announced later this month.

Further details about the project can be 
obtained from Maggie Leggett at 
BBSRC, e-mail: 
maggie.leggett@bbsrc.ac.uk  
Tel: 01793 413394. 
 
A report on the June stakeholder 
meeting is available at:  
www.bbsrc.ac.uk/society/dialogue/
attitudes/stemcells/07_07_05_
meeting_report.pdf

HGC Forensic Use of DNA

The Human Genetics Commission 
(HGC) has launched a search for a 
contractor or consortium to carry out 
a citizen’s inquiry into the forensic 
use of DNA, focusing in particular on 
the information, which is held on the 
National DNA Database.

The year-long project, funded by 
Sciencewise, will find out people’s 
views on who should be on the 
database, what sort of information 
should be held and for how long, and 
for what purpose it should be used. 
Further details can be found on the 
HGC’s website: www.hgc.gov.uk

House of Lords Considers 
Trustguide Results

The House of Lords Select 
Committee on Science and 
Technology has made a number 
of recommendations to the 
Government on protecting web users 
following an inquiry into Personal 
Internet Security. 

The recommendations were based on 
evidence from stakeholders and other 
interested parties – including public 
opinions gathered through the 
Sciencewise-funded Trustguide project.

The Trustguide project was delivered for 
Sciencewise by Hewlett Packard and 
British Telecom. It involved a series of 
workshops over 15 months, each of 
which focussed on a range of trust 
issues that arise through the 
development and deployment of  
new technologies. The aim of the 
workshops- attended by around 300 
people - was to develop guidelines  
for those engaged in the research, 
development and delivery of ICT about 
how cyber trust might be enhanced.

Announcing its findings last month, 
(August 2007) the Select Committee 
highlighted the threat to the future of 
the Internet posed by e-crime, and said 
that the Government must do more to 
protect individual Internet users.

It argued that the “laissez-faire” attitude 
taken to Internet security by a range of 
stakeholders including Government, 
Internet Service Providers, hardware 
and software manufacturers and others, 
risks undermining public confidence in 
the Internet, contributing to a ‘wild 
west’ culture where the end user alone 
is responsible for ensuring they are 
protected from criminal attacks online.

Details on the House of Lords Inquiry 
and its recommendations can be found 
at: www.parliament.uk/hlscience

Further information on the Trustguide 
project and its final report can be found 
at: www.trustguide.org.uk/
publications.htm or by contacting 
Stephen Crane at Hewlett Packard on 
0117 312 9091. The Trustguide case 
study can be found on the Sciencewise 
website: www.sciencewise.org.uk

Projects Update

Further Information

Sciencewise is managed on 
behalf of DIUS by Momenta. 
For more information about 
Sciencewise or any of the 
articles in this newsletter, 
please contact Sciencewise:

Helpline: 0870 190 6324 
E: sciencewise@aeat.co.uk 
W: www.sciencewise.org.uk
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